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Prologue  
(1) Why are mothers now the family leaders immigrating 
to the United States (more frequently than fathers, who had 
historically been more likely to move first)?  
OR (2) Why was writing this book dangerous for the author?  
OR (3) What is it about the way the author researched this 
book that adds validity to the story?
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Part I: Honduras  
THE BOY LEFT BEHIND   
(1) The United States is not what Lourdes envisioned. How did 
she originally picture life in the U.S.? Has anything like this 
ever happened to you? (In other words, what you dreamed 
something, or someplace would be like, was different in reality.)    
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REBELLION 
(1) How is Enrique conflicted about not having his mother 
around? Can you relate to Enrique’s rebellion?  
OR (2) Enrique turns to drugs shortly after his Uncle Marco 
is killed.  From there his life seems to unravel quickly.  What 
advice would you offer Enrique if you were his friend?                      
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Part II: The Journey  
SEEKING MERCY   
(1) In Mexico, there are conflicting opinions among the 
Mexican people about how much help should be given to 
migrants like Enrique.  What do you think?  
OR (2) Comment on Enrique’s “perseverance.” Would you 
continue to keep trying to get to the United States like Enrique 
or would you have given up?            
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FACING THE BEAST  
(1) Give 3 specific details why Chiapas is considered a “beast.”  Is 
fighting through this “beast” worth it?  Why or why not?  
OR (2) According to this chapter, many Mexicans look down upon 
people from Central America. In what way is this like the way 
Mexicans are sometimes treated in the U.S.? OR (3) Enrique is 
the epitome of determination. How is temporarily joining a gang 
proof of this?  Why is it a “double-edged sword”? OR (4) Olga is 
an example of a woman with grace and devotion.  Why is it so 
important to migrants like Enrique that there are the likes of Olga 
on the journey? Do you know or know of someone like Olga?                   
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GIFTS AND FAITH   
(1) Sometimes, it is people who have the least that are the most 
generous.  Can you identify with this?  OR (2) Why might 
many Mexicans empathize with migrants like Enrique, offering 
them food and shelter? Are there any groups in the news that 
you feel a connection with? OR (3) Enrique is grateful for other 
migrants he meets along the way, noting how comforting the 
camaraderie can be. Can you think of a difficult situation you 
have been in when it felt good to have someone else going 
through a similar thing?         
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ON THE BORDER  
(1) How do you think you would feel about a priest like Padre 
Leo?  Can you think of an adult you have encountered that 
has taught you something about how to treat others because 
of the way they act/behave?  OR (2) The author mentions how 
Enrique is in Nuevo Laredo for Mother’s Day.  Why is it so 
hard for so many migrants that day?  Do you or someone you 
are close to have a day that is hard for you?               
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Part III.  Across the Border   
DARK RIVER CROSSING  
What are Enrique’s first impressions of the United States (in 
daylight)?  Did you ever visit someplace that “wowed” you 
upon first glance? 
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PERHAPS A NEW LIFE 
(1) Enrique’s relatives in Honduras feel very sad that he is now 
in the U.S. with his mother, Lourdes.  Can you relate to that 
feeling of missing someone who has moved away?    
OR (2) What kinds of conflicts do Enrique and his mother 
have?  Do you ever have trouble getting along with a parent or 
guardian?        
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THE GIRL LEFT BEHIND  
(1) Enrique believed that once he reached the United States 
and was reunited with his mother, all would be good in his 
life.  That belief does not become reality. How does he treat 
Lourdes when he gets frustrated with his own life? Have you 
ever been disappointed after looking forward to something for 
a long time? OR (2) The holidays (i.e Christmas time) can often 
be hard on people for a variety of reasons.  How do Enrique 
and Lourdes handle their first Christmas together?  Can you 
relate to this at all?  OR (3) A few arguments between Enrique 
and Lourdes are detailed in the book.  Enrique says some very 
harsh things, including that Lourdes is not really like a real 
mother to him.  How would you feel if you were Lourdes?  
OR (4) Do you think Maria Isabel is a good mother to Jasmin/ 
Why or why not? OR (5) Maria Isabel’s story of leaving 
Honduras is not unique.  For centuries, immigrants have come 
to America, in search of a better life, often leaving behind loved 
ones at home, broken-hearted.  Do you know a family story of 
immigration?  
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UNEXPECTED REUNIONS  
How did you feel when Belky and Lourdes were reunited on 
the TV show? 
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Epilogue 
1. What inspired the writer, Sonia Nazario, to help Enrique 

avoid deportation, despite perhaps “breaking the rules” of 
journalism?  
OR

2. Enrique acknowledges that he has been in trouble over the 
years, and that he hasn’t always made the right choices. He 
asserts that people can change.  Do you agree with him? 
Why or why not?

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________




