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Chapter 3, 4,  & 5 and “Was Farming a Good Idea? (article)” Study Guide

Directions:  Please answer the following questions using Chapters 3, 4, & 5 of History Alive, and the article, “Was Farming a Good Idea?”
1.  According to the article, “Was Farming a Good Idea?’. what were three positive effects farming had on humans and three negative effects? (use p. 8-10 of your packet to help)
Chapter 3
2.  Why were people able to live in one place after 8000 BCE?

3.  Describe the homes of early Neolithic farmers.  
4.  Why was it possible for new jobs to develop besides farming?

Chapter 4

5.  What is Mesopotamia? (Tell me everything you know about it, including what the word means, what language it comes from, and where it is in the world.)

6.  When do the earliest city-states in Sumer date back to?

7.  Write a 3 sentence description about why there were food shortages in the foothills of the Zagros Mountains and what people decided to do about it.  

8.  How did people living in the plains between the 3 major rivers control the water supply to their fields?  Write at least 2 sentences describing how they did so.  

9.  Describe 1 problem Sumerians experienced with their irrigation systems.  

10.  What happened when people from different villages used Sumerian irrigation systems?

11.  What did Sumerians do to defend their city-states from attack?

Chapter 5

12.  What is the Standard of Ur?  What is it made out of?

13.  List the seven characteristics of civilization.  

14.  Name two inventions by the Sumerians that allowed them to have a stable food supply.  

15.  Why was the invention of the plow helpful to Sumerian farmers? What was the first plow made out of?

16.  Describe the three levels of Sumerian social structure and what types of people were included in each.  

17.  Describe 4 duties of Sumerian kings.

18.  What was the main job of Sumerian scribes?

19.  What is a religious system?
20.  Why were religious statues important in Sumerian life?

21.  What kinds of objects did Sumerian metalworkers make?

22.  What is a lyre?

23.  What was Sumerians’ most important technological invention?  When was it made?  What uses did it have in Sumerian society?

24.  What is cuneiform?  When was it developed?

In addition to the information covered in the study guide, students should also know the vocabulary included in your Mesopotamia resource packet, found on p. 3-5.  
